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As the summer fades away and fall colors start to give a beautiful background to our landscape, we know it is time for 
Durga Pujo. On behalf of the BANC Executive Team, I welcome you and your family to attend the auspicious occasion 
and I pray for Ma Durga's blessings for a healthy and happy 
life for all of us. 

I am very fortunate and privileged to have the opportunity to 
serve our prestigious organization and grateful to the BANC 
members for their trust in me in heading this organization. 
We are thankful to the past Executive Committees, volun-
teers and supporters for their enthusiasm to support and pro-
mote literary, cultural, social, educational, and community 
affairs of the Bengali community. 

Since we came on board, we have had several discussions 
on potential improvements for our organization. We will be 
focusing on two key guiding principles for BANC operation, 
both aimed at furthering our mission of the appreciation, con-
tinued promotion, and perpetuation of Bengali culture.  The 
first is growth and communication; their importance for the 
organization cannot be overstated. Growth to our member-
ship will provide us with opportunities for additional re-
sources, expansion of knowledge & experience, and better 
collaborative opportunities; communication will enable their 
realization. As of now, we are 175+ families strong with 35+ new families joining us and we extend a hearty welcome to 
our new members. We need your support by renewing your membership and promoting the same to the people who are 
not currently members of BANC.  As we are continuing to improve and expand our channels of communications to reach 
out to the BANC members and friends, we remind you that we also have a feedback channel for you to provide your sug-
gestions and constructive criticisms, and so help in the continuous development of BANC. If someone has an idea that 
can benefit the community, come forward!  Take leadership, flesh out your idea into a plan - and my entire team and I will 
be behind you to support and make your idea successful. 

Our second principle is volunteerism. We are a non-profit organization and volunteerism is the foundation of our organiza-
tion. Like any other organization, BANC also depends on the support of the members and volunteers for the continuation 
of its activities. Whether you choose to join a committee or sign up for a volunteering task, you have the opportunity to 
impact our organization, membership and future. We are trying to bring more clarity in the functioning of this organization 
by formalizing our subcommittees and documenting well defined roles to encourage our members to come forward and 
take up bigger roles based on their interests. 

2017 started with Saraswati Pujo with a folk theme based cultural program and a variety of Indian folk song and dance 
performances. We made donations to Book Harvest and partnered with N2N Outreach charity. We celebrated the 
achievements of the greatest icons of Bengali literature and culture at our Rabindra-Nazrul Jayanti with music, dance, 
poetry and play. Once again, we had a very successful participation in the Independence Day celebration at HSNC. We 
surpassed $1000 mark in our food sales for the first time ever.  We had a record turnout at our Annual Picnic on a bright 
and beautiful day with a variety of grilled food items, adda and games for both kids and adults, including a Volleyball tour-
nament for the first time. We also did a canned food drive for a local charity TABLE providing food to hungry kids in Chap-
el Hill & Carrboro area. BANC's success at all these events would not have been possible without our members' and vol-
unteers' tremendous support, great enthusiasm, effective collaboration and selfless efforts. 

All great organizations are built on the hard work, dedication and tireless efforts of many. We are fortunate to be a part of 
a community with all that and more, and we really appreciate your unwavering support and cooperation throughout this 
year. 

Best Wishes! 
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Thank You Donors! 

$PLW�	�6XPDOL�6DQ\DO 
$QDQ\D��	�.DXVKLN�6HQ 
$QLUXGGKD�	�$QMDOL�%KDWWDFKDU\D 
$YHQL�3DWHO�� 
'HELSUDGVDG�	�0LWKX�&KRXGKXU\� 
'LMX�	�/\QQ�5DKD 
*RXUL�'XWWD 
,QGUDMLW�	�1DQGLQL�'DVJXSWD� 

.XVKDO�	�6KDUEDUL�'DVJXSWD� 
0DQGLUD�&KDWWHUMHH   
5DWDQ�	�3L\D�5D\ 
6DE\DVDFKL�	�6DQJLWD�*XSWD  
6DWUDMLW�	�8UPLOD�'DV 
6REKDQ�	�$UFKDQD�1DQGL� 
6XEKDVKLV�	�0DKDVZHWD�*KRVDO 

The BANC EC team would like to thank you for your generous donations. 

����-���%$1&-�([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH� 
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Dust 
Meghdoot Ghoshal 

 
The grass so green, 

The sky , 
The Earth so fresh, 
The pine trees too, 

When the dust all clears away. 
Hate will fade, 
Joy will come, 

The air un-grayed, 
No one glum, 

When the dust all clears away. 
Love will find 
a way to bind 

to everyone someday, 
When the dust all clears away. 

Sorrow leaves 
when joy drives in. 
The world forgives 

all our sins 
When the dust all clears away. 

 
 

Friendship 
Mithu Chaudhuri 

 

Black lab Bagha, sits by Leeya 
Leeya looks at Bagha with surprise 

They touch each other 
And gaze at each other 

No one understands their language 
But you can feel the bondage 

Bagha leaves Leeya for a while 
Leeya screams at him and calls Babe Babe 

Bagha comes back to her 
Asks his little mistress 

“May I lie down?” 
Leeya shouts with joy and gives him a kiss 

What a joy to watch them play 
Leeya is one year old and Bagha is two 

She puts her hand in his mouth 
Bagha feels her love 

And protects her little princess. 
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A Traveller’s Song 
Prerona Dutta 

 
7KH�VN\�EURNH�LQWR�D�JROGHQ�VPLOH� 
7KH�FORXGV�OHW�JR�RI�WKHLU�JULHI� 

,W�ZDV�WLPH�WR�ZLSH�WKH�ROG�VODWH�FOHDQ 
$V�ZLQG�OHQW�ZLQJV�WR�D�IDOOHQ�OHDI� 
$�IUHVK�VWDUW�QHYHU�LV�D�IDLU\WDOH 
)RU�EOHQGLQJ�LQ�LV�QR�PHDQ�IHDW� 

:HOFRPLQJ�VPLOHV�EHOLH�ZDU\�H\HV 
$V�\RX�ZDON�HVWUDQJHG�RQ�HYHU\�VWUHHW� 
<HW�WKH�MRXUQH\�VHHPV�ZRUWKZKLOH 
:KHQ�SODQWHG�LQWR�VRLO�XQNQRZQ 

<RXU�EUDQFKHV�VSUHDG�PRUH�WKDQ�\RX¶G�GUHDPW 
:KLOH�URRWV�KROG�ILUP�ZKDW�ZDV�\RXU 
'D\V�PD\�SDVV�ZLWK�\RX�XQZDWHUHG 
/HIW�WR�IHQG�IRU�\RXU�RZQ�GUHDPV 

'HVSDLU�QRW�DW�HYHU\�EXPS 
)RU�LW¶V�QRW�DOO�WKDW�EDG�DV�LW�VHHPV� 

%DQN�RQ�VWUD\�ZLQGV�WR�WDNH�\RX�SODFHV 
:LWKRXW�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�WKH�RQH�WKDW�LV�KRPHZDUG�ERXQG� 

6ZLP�HYHU\�VHD��VWHS�RQ�HYHU\�ODQG�DV 
$OO�URDGV�OHDG�KRPH��IRU�WKH�HDUWK�LV�URXQG� 

 
 
 
 
 

 
I Was the Ship 

Rubica Runton 
 

There you stand  
With a smug smile  

painted across your face  
You think you know everything 

But how can you  
When you treat your friends like that? 
When you treat your family like that? 

When you treat the only ones 
who will stand by you  
When times get rough  

 

 

Like prisoners  
Like slaves on your ship 

At the beginning, 
I thought I knew you  

We were friends  
But then you turned on me  

You betrayed me  
You hurt me  

ou treat people like they’re…. 
Like you think they’re slinkies  

You treat them like they’re no good  
But when you push them down the stairs  

It brings a smile to your face  
I was the ship 

Sailing towards my destination  
I saw you, the iceberg  

And thought eh, it’s a small little thing. 
But who knew it could make such a big dent  

So big that, before I knew it 
I was sinking  

Along with everyone else on board  

You saw how much it hurt us  
But, you still keep floating and drifting   

Into more ships 
And drowning them  

 

They yell and scream  
“HELP! HELP!”  

You give them your hand 
But as they reach for you  

With their last dying breath  
You push them back down  
Into the pitch black abyss 
Lucky, for me I survived  

I am now healing  
By meeting more floating icebergs. 
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       Solar Eclipse- An Experience 

  Anisha Roy 
On August 21, 2017, I witnessed a solar eclipse in full totali-
ty..Our journey started out at 4:30 am that day, with my dad 
and Avisek mesho. It was a 4 to 5 hour drive to Columbia, 
SC, a city in the path of totality. Luckily, we did not face any 
traffic and we reached Columbia earlier than expected. We 
settled down in Sesquicentennial State Park for the viewing. 
Unfortunately, it was very hot outside, and we had to sit and 
wait in the heat for about 2 hours for the eclipse. But, it was 
all worth it for what we got to see.  

Around 1:15 pm, the partial eclipse phase began. Through 
special eclipse shades, we were able to see the moon slowly 
coming in front of the sun, hiding it. This was something you 
could not see with your naked eye since the sun’s light is very 
bright, and looking directly at it could damage your eyes. The 
whole process for the moon to line up with the sun was about 
1 hour and 15 minutes. We were not able to view all of this 
since there were many clouds in the way. The worst part was 
that a few minutes before totality, a cloud had covered the 
sun and the moon.  

By then, we had all lost hope, thinking that we would not be 
able to see the eclipse. But, we got the pleasant shock that 
just before totality the cloud moved away, revealing the most 
fascinating sight. The sky had suddenly darkened like it was 
the middle of the night. The temperature dropped , there was 

full totality. The moon was perfectly in line with the sun, and 
we could see the solar flares shining around the dark  moon, 
like surface, creating another diamond ring, then going back 

 

 

 

into the clouds. This was about 15 degrees, cooling the 
humid air. The moon had almost completely concealed the 
sun, creating a diamond ring. Within seconds, there was full 
totality. The moon was perfectly in line with the sun, and we 
could see the solar flares shining around the dark moon, 
like a band of flames. This lasted for a minute, until the 
moon slowly left the sun’s surface, creating another dia-
mond ring, then going back into the clouds. This was the 
most stunning and memorable 2 minutes and 36 seconds of 
my life. We were not able to view the partial eclipse phase 
ending because of the clouds. We drove back home with 
some traffic, reaching around 9:30 pm.  

           

I recommend everyone to go see the next solar eclipse 
visible from Canada to Mexico on April 8, 2024. This eclipse 
was absolutely amazing, and there are no words to de-
scribe the feeling of seeing such an event happen in front of 
me.  
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A Vacation to Remember 
Sanjana Gupta  

 In 2017 when I went for my summer vacation to India my parents planned to go to Jaipur, Rajasthan also 
known as the Pink City. Then I started researching about the places in Jaipur and that’s when I came to know the 
population of Jaipur was 3.54 million; it was named after Maharajah Sawai Jai Singh. There are 7 gates that are in 
position with the 7 planets. The gates encircle Old Jaipur City; it was built in 1727 by Maharajah Sawai Jai Singh II. 
The names of the 7 gates are: Chandpole, Surajpole, Ajmeri Gate, New Gate, Sanganeri Gate, Ghat Gate, Samrat 
Gate, and Zorawar Singh Gate. Each gate is 19 ft. high and 3 ft. thick. 
  The current king right now is Sawai Padmanabh Singh. The famous tourist attraction in Jaipur is Amer Fort 
and I was lucky enough to go there. The Amer fort has its significance   Amer is a Persian word that means rich. 
Amer Fort is located between the Aravalli hills (Elevation 200ft). Amer Fort was finished building in 1592 and was 
built by Raja Sawai Man Singh. The fort was a Mughal- Indian combination. The pictures there are about 400 years 
old. The Singh Pol Gate or the Lion Gate is the main entrance, and it was built on the orders of Sawai Jai Singh. 
Amer Fort is constructed with red sandstone and marble. The Fort has 4 levels and each level has a courtyard. 
The 4 levels consists of Diwani-i-Aam (Hall of Public Audience), Diwani-i-Khas (Hall of Private Audience), Sheesh 
Mahal or Jai Mandir (Mirror Palace), and the Sukh Niwas (Happiness Residence). Amer Fort has 12 apartments for 
the kings 12 wives. There were tunnels that lead to the wives rooms and tunnels to take the queens to celebra-
tions. When there were public or private audiences the queens had to hide behind a window or a cloth because no 
one was allowed to see them. That was all about Amer Fort; now let’s go to Hawa Mahal (Wind Palace).  
Fun Fact:  At Amer Fort there are elephant rides that go from 7am- 9am. In the evening they do light and sound on 
the lake but that depends on the weather which unfortunately was not in a good condition when we went there.  
 Hawa Mahal was built in 1799 by Maharaja Sawai Pratap Singh designed by Lal Chand Ustad. Hawa Ma-
hal is a palace that you can see when you’re driving through the Pink City Bazaar because it falls right on the road 
and it 953 windows in the whole palace. The windows are in a lattice pattern and the structure is made to represent 
the crown of Krishna or honey combs. The windows there are called jharokhas. The Hawa Mahal was created so 
that the queens could see the Pink City Bazaar without being seen. Hawa Mahal is the tallest building in the world 
without a foundation meaning it has nothing underneath it to hold it up, it has 5 stories and because of the lack of a 
solid foundations the palace is curved and leaning at an angle of 87 degree. Still the palace stands upright be-
cause of the pyramidal shape.  
 Fun Fact: Two jars named Gangajalis are the largest silver objects as of the Guinness Book of World Rec-
ords. It weighs 345 kg, it is 5 feet and 3 inches, and each jar can hold 900 gallons each.  
  Jaipur was the most memorable trip of my summer vacation and the memories will always stay in my 
heart. 
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“BELIEVER” – A CNN Broadcast & Modern Day “Non-Believer” 

Amalendu Chatterjee 
 

 

CNN had a broadcast series, ‘Believer’ in early 2017. In one of many episodes of the series, Mr. Aslan 
broadcasted an episode on ‘Aghoris – a Hindu Sect’. If you have not seen the episode please read the India 
Abroad article below for an update before I give my opinion on the modern day “Disbelief Over CNN’s Be-
liever”. One lesson from this kind of episode, ‘One should not equate the core principle of Hinduism with the 
superstitious practice of some Hindu-sects’.          
                           **************** 
Please enjoy the article above. In addition, think seriously and critically of all religious values – not of Hindu-
ism only. Every individual has to judge himself/herself if Hinduism sheds a better path to guide your life giv-
en superstitions or traditions can be overcome. An article, ‘Religious tradition has a lot to say about solar 
eclipse’ by Julie Zauzmer in the Washington Post sheds some lights of some similarities of those religious 
traditions for all religions. The Hindu scripture says to get rid of all bad spirits by cleansing clothes and food. 
Islam preaches to repeat the same prayer prophet Muhammad did to console the community when his 
younger son died. Christianity does not have any specific prayer but thinks the eclipse is a sign of the end 
times referring to the biblical passages including Acts 2. Talmud (the rabbinical commentary on the bible) 
describes an eclipse as ‘an ill omen for the world’ but no specific action to follow. Yes, traditional practice in 
Hinduism may be very strong but it is up to you what you choose and what you would practice for your per-
sonal happiness. Below are my other pointers as opinions:  
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Perception of Hinduism outside India especially in the Western World 
 
Foundation of Indian democracy had nothing to do with Hinduism. Its constitution is very clear – secular and 
progressive with recognition and preservation of all religions. Even Sariah family law is practiced in India. That is 
how there are more Muslims in India than in Pakistan. Muslims, Christians, Jews, Buddhists, and even non-
believers had been living together for decades. Three things corrupt Hinduism for the perception of the western 
world: caste, corruptions, and politics. Caste had never been part of the religion. It started as the division of la-
bor but evolved to the present phenomena exploited by politicians. The election win of Mr. Modi (because of his 
political affiliation with RSS) has blurred the distinction of the Hindu religion from politics – hopefully, it is tempo-
rary. Unfortunately, the election win of G. Bush and D. Trump can be characterized in a similar way in spite US 
constitutional separation of state and church. Of course, Mr. Trump has gone one step further – supporting the 
KKK, White supremacist and Nationalist. 
 
What should we preach of Hinduism 
 
Vedic principle and philosophy. Human value, human life and ‘live and let live’. No conversion is required – just 
practice what you like for happiness. For example, Yugo with all its chants has become the main stream of 
healthy living. Hinduism worships and respects all natural, useful and powerful objects on earth – fire, cows and 
sun (tsunami). They believe in science and evolution.  
 
How should we preach it 
 
Every action has an equal and opposite reaction. You have to live with the consequence of your deeds. Good 
deeds have good consequences and bad deeds have bad consequence. Do not hate anybody – all are God’s (if 
you believe one) creation. If not, everyone has the equal rights including all living being to co-exist. In Hinduism 
there is no hell or haven – only reincarnation, reward for the next life if job is done well in this life. 
The line between believers and non-believers is hard to draw. In general, non-believers do not believe in any 
religious script but they believe in a script dedicated truly to the cause of the humanity. In many religious books, 
non-believers are declared as sinners destined for hell. Ironically, sins are defined for the followers only, not the 
religious leaders such as priests, preachers or Imams. You may observe such phenomena in many modern day 
cult followers where cult leaders devise many techniques to control the mindset of his followers and take control 
of their wealth to make them helpless and hopeless. Some similarities of cult religions and modern day politics 
are observed in the today’s society. One has to be very observant to notice this subtlety.  
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The Importance of Playing Video Games 
Leeya Mehta Chaudhuri  

 

Sup? My name is Jack Sedoko. I go to Calderwell Prep Academy and I’m 14. I love playing soccer and I don’t 
mean to brag, but I’m really good at it. I have a scholarship to The School of Soccer, which is located in Barcelona 
and I am the All-Star Captain on my school soccer team. My parents are Mark and Meredith Sedoko who are both 
lawyers. I don’t have any siblings or pets, so it’s just me, my mom and my dad. 
 
    Well one day, I was walking home from soccer practice as usual with my buddies Zack, Ryan, and Leo, 
and I saw a glimpse of a black mask. I told my friends about this but they just laughed and called me cuckoo. I 
decided they were right, I must be seeing things. When we arrived at my house I said good bye to everyone, 
walked in the house, turned on the TV, got myself some Coca Cola and Pringles and chillaxed on the couch. I 
was wiped out from practice today because it was four hours instead of the usual three. We did wind sprints for 
thirty minutes straight!  
 
  “Sweetie wake up” I could hear my mom’s sweet voice above me and smell her sweet perfume.  
“How long have I been sleeping?” I asked.  
“About an hour or so. How was practice?” my dad asked.  
“Great, but tiring” I answered.  
“I can tell” he said.  
“What’s for dinner?” I questioned. “I’m very hungry!”  
“Really from all the coke and pringles you had I didn’t think you would be” My mom jokingly said.  
“Ha very funny. I only had a few.” I said “So what is for dinner” I asked. 
“Spaghetti and meat balls from Soros’s” my dad answered.  
“Yum!” I said.  
I got up and set the table while my dad heated up the food.  When the food was done, we sat down and ate. I 
practically inhaled my food.  
“Slow down buddy” my mom said.  
“Have you ever seen food before?” my dad asked.  
“Very funny both of you.” I said “I’m just really hungry from soccer practice.”  
As we were talking I saw someone in black sneaking around, and this time I was sure I wasn’t seeing things! I’m 
pretty sure my parents saw it too because they exchanged glances like they usually do when something is wrong. 
I asked what was wrong. My parents said nothing, but I knew them well enough that I knew they were lying. They 
got up from dinner and said they had some work to do. They told me to stay close and not go outside. I said okay 
and went to do my homework in my room.  
 
    When I got to my room I turned on my soccer lamp and tried to do my homework using my special soccer 
pen that Zack got me. But I couldn’t focus. My mind was focused on something else. I wondered what my parents 
were doing, I wondered what was wrong. Before I could finish that thought, I heard the sound of glass breaking in 
the kitchen! Then I heard screaming, guns shooting and swords slashing! My mind was swirling with a million 
thoughts like a tornado slamming against my head! I heard my mom scream “RUN!!!!” 
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But for some reason I didn’t run. My instincts told me to stay. I couldn’t just leave my family here like this, no 
way!!! So, I ran to my parent’s room and the first thing I saw was two people covered in black suits, with 
black masks and they looked exactly like the ninjas in the movies, except for one tiny thing - THEY WERE 
REAL!!!! I then saw my parents and they each had a sleek silver sword and a pistol and they were fighting 
like experts.  
My mom’s eye caught mine and she made a shooing motion with her free hand but I couldn’t leave her or my 
dad here like this - I would never forgive myself! So, I said “Hey Ninja Guy, don’t touch my mother!” I knew I 
had made a big mistake because the minute the ninja turned around they were much bigger than I thought 
he would be. He was five feet taller than me, with a black double sided sword in one hand and a rifle in the 
other. As the Ninja was about to strike my me, she threw me her sword and surprisingly I caught it! Now the 
Ninja was getting ready to strike again. I had zero percent experience in sword fighting. But in video game 
sword fighting, I was a level 84 so I just did the moves I did in the video game: first hand block blocked the 
first hit but I needed to get fancier because the ninja was getting madder so I did a triple double combo criti-
cal hit, which stabbed the ninja in the stomach! Now the other Ninja that my dad was fighting was coming 
and I didn’t know what to do, but luckily my dad and mom came rushing to my aid. We surrounded them and 
pointed our guns at them and put a sword on their throat. Then we locked them in a closet and took their 
swords and guns. We then made a phone call to the J.A.P.A (Japanese American Police Association) to take 
them away.  
 
I had a million questions but the first thing I did was hug my parents. Then all at the same time we said “I’m 
so glad you’re okay!” We laughed and then we quickly cleaned up all the blood in the room and the swords 
and the guns. I asked them what was going on and they said they were Japanese spies and that their rival 
organization, Honokaa So, was trying to kill them. They also said that they are always prepared for this, so 
they have a special secret room which they called the yoga room and that is where they keep all their swords 
and guns. All I could think to say was “WOW!” My parents laughed. I couldn’t believe my parents were spies!  
 
My dad said “But, you can’t tell anyone. And you have to be careful now that you know                             
that we are spies because you’ll be in even more danger than you already were. “Okay” I said “I won’t tell 
anybody.” “Thanks buddy” my mom said. “Now get some rest. You have school tomorrow.”  
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A Long Walk to Water 

Shreya Ghosh  

The Vase 

Aditi Majumdar 

My Story 
Labannya Samanta 
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Art By Nabanita Das 
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This art is inspired by Ma Durga’s painting by Jamini Ray 

and Picasso’s work. 
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